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NATIONAL DISABILITY INSURANCE SCHEME — TRIAL SITES 
Statement by Minister for Child Protection 

MS A.R. MITCHELL (Kingsley — Minister for Child Protection) [12.14 pm]: I am pleased to report that the 
Minister for Disability Services, Hon Donna Faragher, MLC, and Hon Christian Porter, federal Minister for 
Social Services, recently made a joint announcement on the future of the National Disability Insurance Scheme 
in WA. The commonwealth and state governments have agreed that the statewide rollout of the NDIS will 
commence on 1 July 2017 and they will continue to work towards October 2016 as a target for finalising 
arrangements for the rollout. 
As part of the agreement, the current trial sites in the Perth hills, the lower south west and Cockburn–Kwinana 
will be extended until July 2017 to provide certainty for people with disability in those areas. These trials will 
also be expanded to include a further 2 700 people. From 1 October 2016, the Disability Services Commission 
will also commence expansion of the WA NDIS model to the Armadale, Murray and Serpentine–Jarrahdale local 
government areas. The National Disability Insurance Agency model will also commence expansion to the local 
government areas of Bayswater, Bassendean, Chittering, Toodyay, York and Northam from 1 January 2017. 

The state government will invest $181 million in the next financial year to support the extension and expansion 
of the NDIS in WA. Since the launch of the WA comparative trials, more than 4 000 Western Australians have 
had access to the increased funding and choice and control over their disability services that the NDIS provides. 
Taking into account the extension and expanse of the trials, WA compares favourably with the other states in 
implementing the NDIS. By 1 July 2017, 24 per cent of eligible Western Australians with disability will be able 
to access the NDIS. That will be around 11 000 people. The percentage coverage of NDIS in WA will be higher 
than that of Victoria and Tasmania. The latest quarterly report shows that 2 230 people with disability are 
participating in the WA NDIS trial in the lower south west and Cockburn–Kwinana. Of those people, 1 920 have 
an individualised plan. The progress is steady and the results are encouraging, as people with disability are 
achieving over 90 per cent of their goal plans. In addition, 1 882 people on the National Disability Insurance 
Agency’s Perth hills trial had approved plans. 

As the implementation of the NDIS continues in this state, we need to ensure it is accountable to the 
Western Australian community and it builds on the state’s existing relationships and long history of disability 
reform. The full implementation of the NDIS in WA will also draw on lessons learned from existing trials, 
resulting in comparative evaluation, and apply the same eligibility requirements and portability of supports. 

The state government is also clear that the voices of people with disability, their families and carers and the 
disability services sector need to be central to the approach for the NDIS in Western Australia. The extension 
and expansion of the trials is a great step forward. 
 

 [1] 


	NATIONAL DISABILITY INSURANCE SCHEME — TRIAL SITES
	Statement by Minister for Child Protection


